82          SECOND  StLESIAN   WAR    [BOOK xv.
[I5th March-nth May 1745
CHAPTER   VII
PEIEDRICH IN SILESIA; UNUSUALLY BUSY
HEIIE, sure enough, are sad new intricacies in the Diplomatic, hypothetic sphere of things; and clouds piling themselves ahead, in a very minatory manner to King Friedrich. Let King Friedrich, all the more, get his Fighting Arrangements made perfect. Diplomacy is clouds; beating of your enemies is sea and land. Austria and the Gazetteer world consider Friedrich to be as good as finished : but that is privately far from being Friedrich's own opinion;—though these occurrences are heavy and dismal to him, as none of us can now fancy.
HeiT Ranke has got access, in the Archives, to a series of private utterances by Friedrich,—Letters from him, of a franker nature than usual, and letting us far deeper into his mind;—which must have been well worth reading in the original, in their fully dated and developed condition. From Herr Ranke's Fragmentary Excerpts, let us, thankful for what we have got, select one or two. The Letters are to Minister Podewils at Berlin; written from Silesia (Neisse and neighbourhood), where, since the middle of March, Friedrich has been, personally pushing-on his Army Preparations, while the above sinister things befell.
King Friedrich to Podewils, in Berlin (under various dates, March—April 1745)
Neisse, 29th March. * * 'We find ourselves in a great crisis. If we don't, by mediation of England, get Peace, our enemies from different sides' (Saxony, Austria, who knows if not Russia withal !) 'will come plunging-in against me. Peace I cannot force them to. But if they